F : 
— 4 +I * 
Fo Som, | 4 
. * ; 
: . 1 | 
N e % We 2 a "* 
V's - ; \ 1 
/ 7 / , 777 5 i! 4 
f DJ Ne 7 N 7 2 / / 5 1 1 - : ! N S J h 
P D ow 8 \ oy 2 [/ En 5 N \ J n N &. | N , 
. Nj <4, 19 88 F 3 7 8 . 
5 N = 5 "SS 70 , 76 \ * 
7 * 8 fs * a3. 5 / 7 N . N ; 
- D - 1M 100 . . : [/, \ . "" — 
— = - / IV R_ \ 

— . iy H* — * 6 * I JA N 

d d N 

- ; NY 8 N 

4 | . N 

— J 

— 2 2 , \ 

7 , Zh, ; \ \ 
N ' [/ 1 N NN 
/ oF D 
# 7 7 2 . 
p 7 
U N 3 — L>— > 
> 8 
p bo — 
Fi 1 
1 a ' 7 8 
4 * = 
* F 
— 
1 * 


TS 


F : 
— 4 +I * 
Fo Som, | 4 
. * ; 
: . 1 | 
N e % We 2 a "* 
V's - ; \ 1 
/ 7 / , 777 5 i! 4 
f DJ Ne 7 N 7 2 / / 5 1 1 - : ! N S J h 
P D ow 8 \ oy 2 [/ En 5 N \ J n N &. | N , 
. Nj <4, 19 88 F 3 7 8 . 
5 N = 5 "SS 70 , 76 \ * 
7 * 8 fs * a3. 5 / 7 N . N ; 
- D - 1M 100 . . : [/, \ . "" — 
— = - / IV R_ \ 

— . iy H* — * 6 * I JA N 

d d N 

- ; NY 8 N 

4 | . N 

— J 

— 2 2 , \ 

7 , Zh, ; \ \ 
N ' [/ 1 N NN 
/ oF D 
# 7 7 2 . 
p 7 
U N 3 — L>— > 
> 8 
p bo — 
Fi 1 
1 a ' 7 8 
4 * = 
* F 
— 
1 * 


TS 


— =. 
We .. | N wy Ye lovely Fe! 1 e 
55 « Be greatly cautious of your. ſliding hearts; 
8 6 Dare not th' infectious figh ; the pleading look, 
ce Downecaft, and low, in mecks ſubmiſſion dreſt, 
5 e But full of guile: let not the fervent. tongue, . 
4 Prompt to deceive, with adulation ſmooth, 3 
Gain on your purpos'd will; nor in the bow'r, 
| | « Where woodbines flaunt, = roſes ſhed a cou 
« While Evening draws her crimſon curtains round 
% Truſt your ſoft, minutes with betraying man,”? 
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Eng liſh—a coxcomb. 
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66 By Flavia warn'd of flatt ring fwains, 
«© Take heed ye eaſy Fair; 

. Of vengeance due to broken vows, 
„ Ye perjur'd ſwains beware.“ 


LAVIA was the daughter of a tradeſman who 5 


lived thirty years ſince in the city of Norwich. 


She was his eldeſt child ; and by her duteous _ 8 | 


and tender ſolicitude for her parent, ſtood the m 


eminent in his affection. LIE its, e e 


F. 


this perſon w was rather beautiful than atherwiſe; ; 


her manners graceful and pleaſing ; her diſpoſition 
ehearfyl-and gay; till 
A 


14 * ; oe Wa f 
e Luckleſs love and pining care,, 
Impair'd her rofyhu,, e 50 5 oy 


In the ſame neighbourhood dwelled Lothario, 
the yourgetit ſon of a perſon in the ſame line of life 


as Flavia's father. By his parents he was ſuffered | 


to indulge in all the indolence and foppery of fa- 
__  ſthion; and, with a propenſity to dreſs and diſſipa- 
tion, he ſoon commenced a beau garcon, or in plain 


Flavia 5 
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Flavia with alt her virtues unhappily poſſeſſed 4 
yielding credulity; the gay appearance of Lothario, 
which often preſented itſelf before her eyes inflamed 


her heart; and ſhe could not mT regarding him 
above his fellows. 


' 


Lothario 124 plies ads out hiv an object of ſe- | 


duction: her beauty and innocence but inflamed 


his luſt; and he conſidered her a conqueſt that 
would add freſh laurels to his fame. He had diſ- 
cernment enough to ſee the foible of the unhappy 
maid, and he took his meaſures accordingly. Fla- 

via was delighted with the attention. he paid her. 
She heard with pleaſure his vows and proteſtations ; 
and placing too much confidence in his infiduous 


| 3 e tell. 


The fruit of their guilty commerce was ſoon vi- 


5 ble. Flavia alarmed, requeſted her lover in the 

moſt pathetic manner, to confirm his Vows; and he, 

melted by her diſtreſs, felt, for the firſt time, an a- 

= larm of conſcience, which ſometimes: ariſes in the 
brealt of the moſt nene libettine. 


But an unlocky accident happened, that belle 
the unfortunete creature's warmeſt wiſhes: Her 
father in a fit of incbriety, had a ſhort time betore 
quarrelled with the parents of his daughter's ſedu- 


cer, which had ſoun the ſeeds of diſcord between 


the elders of the two families. 


One evening, while he was giving his child me 
proofs of his affection, he by accident diſcovered 
her ſituation. In a paroxyſm of his rage he vent- 
ed imprecations, and ſpurned her from him; dut 
when his paſſion had 3 the e tenderneſs of 


the 


1 


As 


the father prevailed, and; be raiſed ber from bis 
feet, wth tears of pity and forgiveneſs. 


Love for his Flavia, induced him to ſue for a 
_ reconciliation with Lothario's parents, and to offer 
an advantageous marriage portion; but to his in- 
treaties they were inexorable z and, to prevent an 
union, under the pretence of ſending Lothario to 
the Welt-Indies, he was diſpatched to London, 

where new ſcenes and new pleaſures ſoon eraſed 
from his mind the idea of the unfortunate Flavia. 


By this time the ſtory had ſpread abroad, and 


| the was expoſed a prey to the taunts of ſeverity, 


and the cruelty of flander. All theſe Flavia fele 


moſt ſenſibly; but encouraged by the frequent let- 
ters of Lothario, who had addreſs enough to per- 


ſuade her of his conſtancy, ſhe ſwpported herſelf 
+ againſt the malice of the world, and yet hoped that 
the might be happy with her perfidious ſeducer- 
From him, time and amuſement gradually worte 
off the remembrance of his deceived Flavia: his 2 
cehpiſtles grew lels frequent ; and after the expitas 
tion of fome months he returned to Norwich, in a 


perfect Rate of nonchalance lor * victim of 1 
=. — TOE os | | 


han Slave iced e heads Fee 


E tered, and ſhe hourly expected bis preſence; but 


when ſhe found that he treated her with contempt, ; 
and refuſed ſceing her, every deluſive hope vaniſhed, 4 


2 and ſhe fell i into the bitte reſt Se 


« Is this (aid he) return for my love? and ſhall 
he, for whom I bear all this load of reproach and 


calumny, treat me with diſdain ? Now, indeed, am 


I wretched, and my cup of forrow is filled 1 
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Under this agony of mind, the time of her de- 
livery drew near. In that hour of trouble it was 
condoling to her to meet with the tenderneſs of a 
reconciled parent, and the aſſiſtance of one of the 
faculty, eminent for his {kill and humanity. She 
brought forth a ſon in trouble; and while ſhe wept 
over it with a mother's fondneſs, ſhe caſt a ſigh 
for its perjur'd father. 


For ſome days ſhe did well; but her perturba- 
tion of mind, and the load of ſorrow ſhe had ſu- 


ſtained, overcame her weak frame, and her laſt 
hour approached, which the worthy apothecary 
who attended her, declared was occaſioned by the 


moſt incurable of diſeaſes a broken heart! 


The night before her death ſhe aſſembled her 
relations around her, and addrefled them in a 
folemn and pathetic ſpeech, that went moſt forci- 


bly to their hearts. 


By e, ſhe was raiſed in her bed. © I 


| feet (ſaid ſhe) that I ſhall not long be with you: 


the hand of death hangs heavy—to one who has 


felt the rod of affliction, like me, death can be no 


unwelcome harbinger. I embrace him as the 


miniſter of reliet; and could the little wretch, who 


owes its being to a guilty father accompany me, 


happy would be the end of Flavia.” 


She then directed that her child mould be brought 
to her. She received the infant, and wept over it 
in a manner that melted the hearts of the bye- 


ſtanders. ; . - 


* I quit thee, my child; (ſhe added) I leave "Wa 


to a world of ingratitude and deceit; but O! mayeſt 
thou 
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thou eſcape the misfortunes of thy mother; and 
boaſt a heart more noble than thy father's. Never 
mayeſt thou ſend the unſuſpecting virgin to the 
grave; nor the curſe of guilt and perjury light on 
thy head. To you (and ſhe called her ſiſter's huſ- 
band) I commit this precious charge, for its wretch- 
ed mother's ſake : Horatius, foſter and protect it; 
and may the bleſſing of heaven deſcend on it and 
thee, when I am inſenſible and forgotten!“ 


Horatius received the child; and “ albeit unuſed 
to the melting mood, his ſoul poured forth at his 


eyes, while in Interrupted: ee he pledged his 
protection. e | | 


« My . (laid the ate Flavia, to the old 
man who ſtood weeping at her bed-ſide) accept, my 
loved, my ever honoured parent, my laſt gratitude” 
for all your love and generofity. Weep not for 

Jour poor Flavia, for her who has tainted your re- 
maining years with bitterneſs : ſhe is going to a 
| | better world, where are no perjured lovers. Live, 

my Father, for the ſake of your other children; and 
rejoice that your Flavia ceaſes from her miſery. 
The God of mercy has pardoned my frailties, and 
claims me as his own. May he before whom I am 
joyfully going, liſten to my laſt prayer—May he 
comfort and proſper you all, and bleſs—O: may 
he bleſs—my child!“ 


At theſe words expired the lovely Flavia. And 
here let me draw a veil over the ſorrow of her 
friends, and the concern of all who knew her and 
haäaard her fad ſtory, while I execrate that liber- 
tiniſm which ſnatched an amiable young creature 

from her friends, and ſent her untimely to , «,- 
Brave. 1 | „ 
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I was then a young man, but am now an ald 
one, and the remaining locks that cover my aged 
head, have been long ſince grey; hut I remember 
L then wept, and had you been there, Reader, you 
would have wept too, had you ſeen the funeral 
proceſſion----had you ſeen the hoary grief-worn 
father, with filent trembling ſtep, attending his 
toved daughter's remains to the grave,—murdered 
by baſe art and cruel reſentment. 


TI Thus fell poor Flavia, in the bloom of youth 
1 aud beauty! and may her ſad example inculcate in 
the minds of the young females of the preſent day, 

that too much caution cannot be uſed before thoſe 
who ſo earneſtly labour, with mean and unmanl 

art, to rob them of all that is valuable: their ho. 
nour— and in our modern youths, that however 
enſnared by faſhion or example, they may conſider 
it a glorious atchievement to render an unſuſpecting 
female miſerable, and ruin the peace of private fa- 
milies; yet that it is the higheſt ſpecies of guilt 
and cowardice; and that the juſt hand of heaven is 
ever ready to puniſh the n who, under the in- 
fidious maſk of love, perpetrates the moſt atrocious 


* deeds * meanneſs and villany. 
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